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Community
To Vaccinate

By Dianne Anderson

Flu  season  isn’t
technically here yet, but
already ID-19 Delta

cases top the charis at nearly
three times as bad as this time
Tast year.

Facts are facts, and data
from the latest surge of the
highly contagious variant is
hard o ignore, even as die-
hard anti-vaxxers are filling
up hospitals nationwide. In
some states, hospitals are
rationing ICU cases, and the
National Guard is called in to
Telp with overflow.

That worries  Corey
Jackson, who said the
evidence is clear that the

i are the ones who

Bill Ca

Gas

By Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media

A police reform bill
calling for stricter standards
on how law enforcement
officers across the state
use rubber bullets and tear
gas for crowd control has

been approved by both
the California Senate and
Assembly.

The legislation, Assembly
Bill (AB) 48 introduced by

Assemblywoman Lorena
Gonzalez (D-San  Dicgo),
is awaiting Gov. Gavin

Newsom’s signature. He has
until Oct. 10 0 sign or veto it.

“During the nationwide
protests in 2020, many
reports  showed  peaceful
protesters  and  bystanders
being seriously injured, even
permanently maimed, by
dangerous projectiles.” said
Gonzalez, who represents
California’s 80th Assembly
District located in southern
San Diego County.

“This bill will protect
Californians’ right to safely
protest by  establishing
statewide standards that help
minimize the overuse of these
dangerous  weapons, while
directing law  enforcement
on how and when they can
deploy projectiles in truly
life-threatening ~ situations,”
she continued.

AB 48 prohibits the use

of kinetic impact projectiles
i.e., rubber bullets and plastic
bullets — as well as chemical
agents like tear gas by any law
enforcement officer or agency
“to disperse any assembly,
protest, or demonstration.” Tt
also prohibits their use solely
“due to a violation of an
imposed curfew, verbal threat,
or non-compliance with a law
enforcement directive.”

In addition, AB 48
requires officers {0 be trained
on the safe use of kinetic
projectiles  and  chemical
agents for situations where
any person’s life is threatened
or instances where a person
faces serious risk of injury.

In  these situations,
according to the bill, officers
would be required to
employ other de-escalation
techniques  before  using
projectile weapons.  Also,
the officer must provide
prompt medical assistance
to any person injured. The
bill prohibits aiming these
weapons at the head, neck, or
other vital organs.

Across the country, on
average,  officers  receive
about 50 hours of firearm
training during the police
academy. They receive less
than 10 hours of de-escalation
training,  the  Brookings
Institution reported in April

Californi Peace

pping Use -oi Tear
Awaits Signature

Officers® Association
(CPOA), which ~represents
over 16,000  members
employed by  municipal,
county, state, and federal
law  enforcement  agencies,
has  publicly registered

disagreement with parts of
AB4S.

“This bill is a near-
exact replica of last year's
failed AB 66, which CPOA
opposed.” said Shaun Rundle,
CPOA Deputy Director.

AB 66 was also authored
by Gonzalez.

CPOA is in favor of
limiting the use of less-than-
lethal force but has safety
concerns about officers being
struck by -- or targeted with —
life-threatening items such as
frozen water bottles, bricks,
nd laser pointers.
“Resfricting the use of
less-lethal options limits the
ools that are at an officer’s
disposal to protect public
safety,” the California State
Sheriffs’ Association said in
a statement opposing AB 48.

“However, by restricting
when an officer may use
those tools, their response to
a particular situation may end
up being guided by choices
about practices that may be
acceptable or unacceptable (o
some instead of what measure
is most appropriate in  the
context of the event” the
statement continued.

5

Last year, Sen. Steven
Bradford (D-Gardena), chair
of the California Legislative
Black  Caucus, introduced
another  police  reform
bill, Senate Bill (SB) 731.
Although that bill did not
make it to the Senate floor
for a full vote, SB 731, which
proposed a statewide process
to disqualify bad officers and
block them from being hired
by other agencies, resurfaced
as SB 2 last December.
The updated version of the
legislation passed in  the
Senate with a 28-9 vote last
week. It has been sent to
Governor’s desk for signature
or veto.

According to the State

Sheriffs’  Association SB2
could be an obstacle in
hiring,  recruiting,  and

maintaining employees.

Bradford, on the other
hand, says the legislation is
timely and necessary.

“We want to  be
intentional about what we are
doing here in California when
it comes to police reform,”
Bradford told the Senate
Judiciary Commitiee about
SB 2 last April. That’s what
this bill does. It’s intentional
in what we are trying to
achieve. This is a fair measure
and far betier than any that
exist today.” achieve. This is
a fair measure and far better
than any that exist today.”

are sick and dying. Through
his outreach, he wants the
community to understand the
vaccine benefits before the
numbers surge this winter.

“Less than one percent of
the population might have an
adverse, typically a minimal
negative effect,” he said.
“For African Americans as a
whole, we’re more Tikely to
die from what we eat every
day. the fried foods, salt and
sugar, than this vaccine.”

Jackson is one of several
partners with Reach Out West
End, anonprofiteffort partially
funded by Riverside County
Public Health Department
to help keep community
organizations mobilized with
resources and  vaccination
data for the community.

Jackson, CEO of SBX
Youth and Family Services,
is a long-time community
activist, and has partnered with
county networks for months
1o increase vaccinations, and
access 1o centers and sites. He
continues targeted outreach,
and is urging the community
10 get the shot.

“There’s a  number

f popup vaccinations in

s

conjunction  with  school
districts and churches, and
we have to do the good old
fashion building relationships
and cducating people,” said
Jackson, who is alsoa member
of Riverside County Board of
Education.

At this point, he doesn’t
think the public is paying
attention to how bad the virus
has become, or community
infection spreading among
children in the schools. He
id that if the state were
using the prior waming color
scheme, the area would be
purple.

“When we were shut
down last time, this is worse
because we're dealing with
a different virus than before.
This Delta is kicking our
butts, but there is a worse one
on the way,” he said.

Likeall viruses, COVID is
doing what it can to survive. If
peaple had gotten vaccinated
early and wore a mask, he said
the Delta variant may not be
the problem that it is today.

“If you say you’re about
the culture [and] about your
peaple. the best thing you can
do for your people right now
is get the vaccination. You're
passing it on to the people you
profess to love and fight for,”
he said.

The data is harrowing.
Last week, the Center for
Discase Control released its
findings that unvaccinated
people are 11 times more
likely to die from COVID-19
than those who have received
the vaccine.

Pepi Jackson, no relation,
sees the issue as a personal
choice — get deathly ill, or get
the vaccine.

“Is just  astounding,
What logic are we using here?
What’s the critical thinking
process?”  said  Jackson,

(Cont. on Page 4-6)

Free Money for Fast and Focused Students

By Dianne Anderson

Wherever  tens  of
thousands. of dollars of free
money are up for grabs, smart
students are thinking way
ahead of the curve.

Now is the time to go for

Sooner rather than later is
the mantra for getting Black
and Brown students in the
door of higher education for
Fall of 2022.

Yet $3.4 billion financial
aid is left on the table each
year, mostly by low-income
first-generation  students of
color, according to a recent

study by the Education
Strategy Group.

The study finds that
students  of  color are

significantly less likely to
complete the FAFSA, with 34
percent of Hispanic students
and 26 percent of Affican-
American  students  have
not completed the FAFSA,
compared o just 18 percent
of white students.

Dr. Loretta Jordan is not
surprised at the major chasm
between students of color
and access to those FAFSA
dollars, but she said there are
several ways to close the gap
toward educational pathways.

First and foremost is
meeting the deadline.

“F. is based on
income, but the lack of
knowledge ofhow to complete
the FASFA and meet the
deadline is the biggest villain
to these populations,” she

said.

Most Black and Brown
students qualify for FAFSA.
Colleges and universities vary
on their individual deadlines
for admission, but she said
all students should check out
wwiw.studentaid.gov  website
to get full access to numerous
resources and deadlines.

Studentaid.gov
recommends filing FAFSA as
soon as possible after October
1 for the 2022 school year.

“From what I'm hearing,
the financial burden is one of
the [main] barriers for people
of color and underrepresented
populations to gain access
to higher education,” said
Jordan, associate dean of
Student  Development  at
Rancho Santiago Community

College District.

Other barriers, especially
first-generation students
typically don’t have anyone
i their social or family circles
who have been through the
process to show them the way
o higher education pathways

But she fecls most
important  thing for all
students to know is to be
tenacious and power forward
on their goals,

“Stay the course because
thisis the entryway sostudents
won’t have 10 be stressed by
their financials and their need
to maintain their enrollment
All they need to focus on is
heir coursework,” she said.

Long Beach City
College, Dr. Nohel Corral is
smoothing the way for high

school seniors and transfer
students.

He said the campus
matriculation office, the first-

year experience, the welcome
Center, and other early college

(Cont. on Page A-4)
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president of the Riverside
County Black Chamber
of Commerce. “Whatever
conspiracy theory doesn’t
face up to reality when you're
looking at the numbers. Right
now, we've got fo save our
own vaes

said their recent
chamber partnership  with
Reach Out hopes to increase
vaccination rates, particularly
in the Black community.
“We know that the
Inland Empire has one the
largest unvaccinated African

American  populations  in
Southern California,” he said.
As the chamber of

commerce, he said they have
always stood for community
economic empowerment
with gainful employment, but
health comes first.

“We were always in the
health arena, we wanted to
make sure that ppl in our
community had access to
health, and to reduce some
of these debilitating illnesses

that have kept people from
being able to work a 40 hour

week,” he said.
Another ‘mission
is to ensure that small

businesses have the skills
and information they need
to succeed, especially as all
businesses have taken a huge
hit during the pandemic, but
minority businesses have
taken the hardest hit.

Over 40% \)0 mummy
businesses. will
completed dissolved, or w|1]
not bounce back as they were
pre-pandemic.

“The pandemic has been
this perfect storm where our
attention has been galvanized,
[and] we do everything that
we possibly can to make sure
that our community gets as
many vaccines as possible,”
he said,

Reach Out is working
with 12 organizations to
promote vaccine outreach,
and  expanding  their
training  of  community
health workers to assist
underserved  communities.

Their other partners include
TODEC, Legal Center Inc.,
Escuela De La Raza Unida
Motivating ~ Action

Inc.,

Leadership Opportunity
(MALO), Hemet Bread
of Life Church, Building
Resilient Communities,
Building A Generation, Mom
& Dad Project, Mountain
Counseling &  Training,
Moses House Ministries, and
Walden Family Services.

Diana Fox, Reach Out
Executive Director, said that
their  organization’s work
on vaccine equity issues
includes many multi-sectoral
partnerships that are strong,
and have existed for over a
decade.

Their  network  of
established partners allows.
for direct outreach, education
and engagement over
100,000 community members.
in the Inland Empire.

“Our experienced cohort
of partners have a deep well
of experience in community
engagement and outreach.
These partnerships, and our
current vaccine equity work,
will allow us to mobilize
quickly and efficiently,” she
said.

For more information,
see  https://we-reachout.org/
ForSBX programs, see https:/
www.sigmabetaxi.com

Film

(Cont. from Page A-5)

cool head in the middle of
the combustible situation was.
Harvey Schlossberg, a nerdy
budding NYPD psychologist.

¢ was a surprisingly wise
traffic cop with h.D.
“Get words going and you
can calm them down.” And
so, talking versus violence
became the new alternative.
Between  the  imbecilic
robbers and  trigger-happy
police, only the multicultural
group of hostages and nimble-
minded store owner garner
real sympathy. Also on view
are quests for redemption
and explanations for racists
and tribal behavior that seem
hollow. This is a wonky, fact-
based Dog Day Afiermoon-
like doc that is fascinating on
many levels but more fitting
for a criminology class than
a theater or TV, It’s sobering
10 think that defusing a deadly
situation through negotiation
was once a revolutionary
ea.

=%

Lingui, The Sacred
Bonds (***1/2) For Amina
(Achouackh Abakar

Souleymane), life is hard but
she’s thriving in a small dusty
neighborhood just outside of
the city of N'Djamena, Chad.
She makes a meager living
salvaging wire from tires
and turning the metal into
mini-grills she sells on street
comers. As a single mom,
cast out from her family in
shame, she is dishearténed
when her own 15-year-old
daughter  Maria  (Rihane
Khalil Alio) is expelled from
school for being pregnant.
Mom and daughter quarrel.
Maria: “I want an abortion. ..
T don’t want to be like you.”
Amina: “Tell me who the
father is. I'll make him face
his responsibilities.”

Oscar Peterson: Black +
‘White (***) Most Americans
won’t know his name,
recordings,  compositions
or why he’s so revered by
pianists and Canadians. A
few may recognize his civil
rights anthem “Hymn 1o
Freedom,” which was sung
at  Obama’s  inauguration.
However, k:ybuardls\s in
the know (Herbie Hancock),

band leaders (Jon Baptiste)
and pop stars (Billy Joel)
covet his piano dexterity and
feel Oscar Peterson left shoes.
100 big to fill. He was bomn in
Montreal, played with Count
Basie as a precocious teen and
toured with Ella Fitzgerald as
a young adult. His talent and
that strong foundation led him
toprestigious performances at
Camegie Hall.

Big bands, quartets
and trios benefited from his
expertise. Fellow musicians
sang his praises: “He played
all 88 keys.” Ellington, in his
infinite wisdom pushed him
into a solo career. “Why,”
asked Peterson. Ellington
“Because some people enjoy
their caviar without the eggs
and onions.” Dircctor Barry
Avrich (David Foster: Off the
Record) shows great respect
for the teen sensation that
toured and recorded even
into the final chapter of his
life. This informative and
touching documentary will
remind viewers that real jazz
heroes ]IVE forever.

me information
about  the  Toronio
International Film Festival
0 o https:/tifl.ney.
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